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CLEAN, SAFE 
DRINKING 
WATER  
TO WHERE 
IT’S NEEDED 
MOST



Our mission  
is simple 
Clean, safe water for 10 million 
people, within the next 10 years.

We all know sustainable, safe 
drinking water treatment isn’t 
available in most low-income 
countries and the consequences 
are disastrous: illness, death and 
lost productivity. 

How can Clean  
Water Wave help?
Clean Water Wave was 
established to help provide 
clean, safe drinking water to 
where it’s needed most and 
we believe it should be within 
everyone’s reach. 

While governments and 
other agencies might have a 
responsibility, Clean Water 
Wave wants to empower 
communities to do something 
today. We are committed to 
ensuring people living in the 
hardest to reach areas have the 
right to secure their own quality 
supply and start to feel well 
each and every day.

The Clean Water Wave vision is clear: 

CLEAN, SAFE 
DRINKING WATER 
CAN AND SHOULD 
BE WITHIN 
EVERYONE’S 
REACH, NO 
MATTER  
WHERE  
YOU LIVE. 



IS THIS 
ACHIEVABLE? 
Absolutely - when you support local people,  
create partnerships and use reliable,  
uncomplicated technology. 

A water treatment system must be simple, 
sustainable and provide water in compliance to World 
Health Organisation (WHO) standards. The Clean 
Water Wave team have spent years of research and 
development in Asia and Africa and from this hands-
on, practical experience they have developed the 
CAFE (Clean Aqua For Everyone) Filtration system. 
Whatever the water source, this off-grid system 
can filter grossly contaminated water to supply safe 
drinking water. CAFE is the viable and sustainable 
alternative to the many failing, over complicated 
technologies often used to tackle what is a very 
desperate issue. 

In addition to supplying the CAFE technology, Clean 
Water Wave works with local communities and 
helps create in-country partnerships to embed our 
knowledge-sharing and proven value-led social 
enterprise approach. 

The result? A safe, sustainable, locally affordable 
water supply for the hardest to reach communities. 

“ Global water crises 
are the biggest threat 
facing our planet and 
the global economy.”
World Economic Forum

Join the Clean  
Water Wave 
Working in partnership with you, 
we can accelerate the Clean Water 
Wave approach to help those who 
need it most. Together we can: 

• Save and improve the daily 
lives of babies, children and 
adults 

• Create jobs and self-sufficient 
communities through social 
entrepreneurship

• Generate funds to continue 
to deliver safe drinking 
water to the hardest to reach 
communities.



THE 
GLOBAL 
WATER 
CRISIS

Whoever you are and wherever you live, your life depends on 
clean safe water for good health. These statistics illustrate the 
nature of the challenge we face in securing the availability of this 
essential resource.

Quantity & quality
When it comes to water supply across the developing world, the 
focus tends to be on improving delivery rather than water quality. 

Groundwater pumps are good at getting water out of the ground 
but don’t do anything about the quality of the water. As a result, 
groundwater that appears clean may be contaminated with 
naturally occurring heavy metals such as lead, arsenic, chromium 
and uranium as well as man-made contaminants.

Sanitation and hygiene
An understanding of water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH) is 
essential and works hand-in-hand with ensuring a quality water 
supply. It’s great to be able to access clean and safe water, but if 
your hands are dirty or your bucket contaminated, you and others 
are at risk. Clean Water Wave is committed to improving WASH 
practices wherever we work. 

The value of water
The UN states that affordable water is that which does not 
exceed 3% of household income.

In 2016, WaterAid reported that in many developing countries, 
the poorest are paying up to 50% of their daily income on 
water. This can be because the infrastructure doesn’t exist to 
pipe water to remote communities, governments don’t invest in 
decentralised filtration systems and communities have no buy-
in. Those who don’t resort to drinking contaminated ground or 
surface water often have to pay for expensive bottled water 
or buy from vendors who charge extortionate rates. This is 
shameful and unsustainable. It doesn’t have to be this way.



We all know that wherever you live on the planet, your life depends upon clean safe 
drinking water. Here is a snapshot to illustrate the nature of the challenge we face in 
securing the availability of this essential resource.

Join the Clean Water Wave and discover how to turn 
the tide on this humanitarian and environmental crisis

159 
million 

people drink unfiltered water 
directly from surface sources 

such as streams and lakes 

Two 
billion 

people use a  
drinking-water source  

contaminated with faeces

Twenty 
million 

Bangladeshis are exposed to 
arsenic-laced drinking water

2,200 
children 

are dying 
every day 

as a result of 
diarrheal diseases

every hour of every day
children dying

100That’s nearly 

United Nations described Bangladesh’s arsenic crisis as 

‘the largest mass poisoning 
of a population in history’



Low energy No chemicals

Anti-bacterial30 year lifespan

Clean, safe water

SIMPLE 
SUSTAINABLE 
TECHNOLOGY
The CAFE is an off-grid filtration system that 
supplies up to 1000 people a day with safe 
water for drinking, cooking and sanitation. 
Whatever the water source, the CAFE filtration 
and simple gravity or solar pump-assisted 
technology, removes parasites, arsenic 
and bacteria. Even in the most challenging 
conditions, CAFE eradicates the parasites that 
cause up to 80% of waterborne illness. 

CAFE is robust and designed for extreme 
environments. There are no complicated 
electrical panels or moving parts. The system 
is chemical free and requires almost no energy. 
CAFE is therefore easily maintained with 
minimum technical know-how. 

What makes CAFE unique is that it does 
not use sand. Instead CAFE uses Activated 
Filter Media (AFM), a highly engineered 
disruptive product, optimised for best filtration 
performance. Unlike sand which biofouls, 
blocks and needs frequent replacement, 
bacteria does not grow on AFM. AFM 
technology is manufactured in Scotland and 
used worldwide in hundreds of thousands of 
locations for domestic, leisure and industrial 
water filtration.

Long term solution
for communities



Now, CAFE with AFM 
technology, delivers clean, 
safe drinking water to 
where it’s needed most.

CLEAN 
AQUA FOR 
EVERYONE 
(CAFE)

Visit cleanwaterwave.com to find out more about AFM
CLEAN WATER WAVE IS MORE THAN TECHNOLOGY 



Clean Water Wave is all about people and partnerships. CAFE technology is world leading but we all know 
there’s more to a sustainable supply of clean safe drinking water than a piece of kit! 

The Clean Water Wave team puts the needs and aspirations of people and communities first. We then take 
a knowledge-sharing and value-led social enterprise approach to integrate the CAFE system and safeguard 
the value of water as a precious community resource. This ensures quality water supply AND improves daily 
lives, as we build knowledge of sanitation, hygiene and health. 

In safe hands
An understanding of water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH) is therefore the bedrock of our Clean Water 
Wave approach. This integrated approach is in line with all 17 United Nations sustainable development 
goals (SDGs). By working in partnership, Clean Water Wave helps achieve SDGs on clean water and 
sanitation; job creation, poverty reduction and inequality; health promotion and sustainable resource use.

The value of water
Most communities welcome new jobs and training opportunities. Clean Water Wave works with partners 
and communities to train locally identified entrepreneurs. Carefully focused and culturally relevant training 
on how to manage the CAFE system and run a social enterprise is provided. This helps the enterprise make 
money, while maintaining and safeguarding jobs and the local water supply. Selling safe clean water at 
locally affordable rates is a proven self-sustaining community business model. This ensures local ownership, 
creates employment and empowerment with the means for future investment.

PEOPLE & 
PARTNERSHIPS 

Visit cleanwaterwave.com to find out about our approach 
JOIN THE CLEAN WATER WAVE





The same wavelength 
The Clean Water Wave team share a profound 
belief and commitment that clean, safe drinking 
water can and should be within everyone’s reach. 
We believe that communities have the right to 
secure their own quality supply, wherever they live. 

We also know the CAFE system is a sustainable 
way to help address one of the biggest 
humanitarian threats facing our planet and global 
economy. Quite simply, CAFE provides access to 
safe, clean water thereby saving and improving the 
lives of people in the hardest to reach communities.

Rooted in the real world, the Clean Water 
Wave team brings a personal, hands-on and 
depth of direct experience in sustainable water 
management. Internationally recognised within 
and beyond our fields of marine biology, social 
geography, climate change, economic development 
and management consultancy, we have the 
scientific, technical, commercial and critical 
community engagement skills to make our Clean 
Water Vision a reality. 

Clean Water Wave is a Community Interest 
Company committed to reinvesting all efforts and 
resources into achieving our mission. 

JOIN THE CLEAN 
WATER WAVE

Visit cleanwaterwave.com 
to find out more about  
our directors: 

Dr Stephanie 
Terreni Brown 
(PhD, MSc, FRSA)

water & sanitation 
researcher and 
management 
consultant 

Dr Howard 
Dryden (PhD)

marine biologist 
and founder of 
Dryden Aqua Ltd

Diane Duncan 
(MBA, FCIM, FRSA) 

economic 
and business 
development 
specialist





JOIN THE CLEAN 
WATER WAVE 
If you agree that clean, safe drinking water 
should be within everyone’s reach, you can join 
our growing team of partners and supporters. 
Working in partnership with you, we can 
accelerate the Clean Water Wave approach  
to help those who need it most. 

Whether you’re an interested individual, a  
large-scale organisation or a small-scale 
community group, please get in touch.  
We’d love to hear from you.

CLEAN
 WATER WAVEhello@cleanwaterwave.com

@cleanwaterwave

cleanwaterwave.com

Clean Water Wave 
Community Interest Company Registered 
in Scotland. Company No. SC570956

Registered office: 
3/2 Boroughloch Square  
Edinburgh, EH8 9NJ


